
When Matthew was 6 years old, When Matthew was 6 years old, his family adopted a 
dog named Ginger. An elderly man, because of illness, could 
no longer keep her.  Matthew wanted to know what would 
have happened to Ginger if she had not found a home so 
quickly, so his parents took him to the local animal shelter.
 
In the desperate faces of the caged animals In the desperate faces of the caged animals 
there, Matthew found his cause.there, Matthew found his cause.
 
Over the last six years, Matthew has continued to visit the 
cats, dogs, rabbits and other creatures at the shelters. 
He talks to them, takes them toys and towels, in an effort 
to make their lives a little more comfortable.
 
At 10 years of age,At 10 years of age,  Matthew wished to find a more substantial way to help abandoned 
animals.  It was his idea to ask people to make donations to his cause, instead of birthday 
gifts to him.
 
As part of the donation process, it was important to Matthew to understand how the money 
would be spent, so he started asking questions.
 
That's when Matthew met Cheryl, a volunteer for HART. Cheryl spoke to him of HART, of how 
the stray, injured and abandoned animals are rescued, provided and cared for and then 
placed for adoption to forever homes.  She spoke to him about the medical care the 
animals often need and about how his donations could help pay for medications, 
surgeries, special food and equipment, to sustain and rehabilitate them.
 
In the past year, Matthew has donated over $400.In the past year, Matthew has donated over $400. to HART.to HART. His funds have paid 
for the spay and vaccination of Clarice, now adopted to a forever family of her very own.
 
Recently two young pups, Filmore and Fiona, have felt the advantage of Matthew’s 
generosity.  Premium food and supplements were provided to rehabilitate them from the 
ravages of starvation.  Vaccinations will keep them safe from the risk of viral 
contamination.  Now happy and healthy, Filmore has found a special family of his very own.  
He is adopted. Fiona greets each day joyfully, confident and carefree in her rescuer’s 
home.  A wonderful family is currently being screened for her adoption.
 
From Clarice, Filmore, Fiona and indeed all the animals your From Clarice, Filmore, Fiona and indeed all the animals your 
sweet spirit has touched,  HARTfelt thanks go out to you Matthew.sweet spirit has touched,  HARTfelt thanks go out to you Matthew.  
Your still small voice carries a powerful message of selfessness Your still small voice carries a powerful message of selfessness 
and compassion, an act of true charity to humble us all.and compassion, an act of true charity to humble us all.

“The child is father of the man.” “The child is father of the man.” 
~ William Wordsworth (1770-1850)~ William Wordsworth (1770-1850)

A still small voicA still small voice. . .e . . .


